When renal colic is really malingering.
Renal colic malingerers feign symptoms of pain and hematuria, usually to obtain parenteral narcotics. These patients must be identified early to minimize waste of time and supplies by emergency department staff. However, they often use clever ploys to avoid undergoing diagnostic procedures that would unmask them and cut off their drug supply. These malingerers must be differentiated from patients with somatization disorders and those with hard-to-diagnose renal disease, which further complicates their detection. Fortunately, the informed physician can usually suspect the truth early and take steps to reach the proper "diagnosis."